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1. Isha (baam) 6. Addachalla (woaden pegs]
2. Yuga (yoke) 7. Shaula (plowshare)

3. Sthanu (wooden support) 8. Panchanika (stick)

4. Miryola (steering rod) 4. Yalra (belt)

L 5. Niryolapashika (Handle) 10, Rajju (rope)

A wooden plow (verses 112-115). The angle of parts 3 and 7 13 changed
to maka the parts clearly visibla,
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Music, Sound and beyond of these-a
discourse based on The Gita

Dr. Sebika Nag*

The Bhagavad Gita - the holy book of the Hindus - an ancient
scripture that assimilates the fundamental truths of life has inspired the
world in the past and will continue to instill motivating thoughts in the
minds of future generations. The Gita has a universal appeal because it
talks about the basic principles of life by focussing on man's deeds (karma),
expectations, duties, and above all - the Supreme Truth. And the
Supreme Truth is Brahman, which is none but the sound, according to
Bhatrhari.! In the discourse of Vakyapadiya, he accepts several technical
terms in this case. The terms are- Sabda, sphota, dhvani, and nada. By the
term Sabda or sphota, he refers to that inner unity that conveys the
meaning. The dhvanis are described as all-pervasive and imperceptible
particles, which, when amassed by the movement of the articulatory
organs, become gross and perceptible sounds and are then called nada.
These nadas function to suggest the word, sphota or sabda; because these
nadas, which are gross and audible, have division and sequences. It is
naturally assumed that the suggested word also has parts when it is
sequence less and without any change.? He offers an illustrative example
of reflection in the water. Just as an object reflected in water may seem to
have moved because of the water's movement. Thus, the word or sphota
takes on the properties of uttered speech in which it is manifested.?

In the Bhismaparvan, from the twenty-fifth chapter, the Gita starts its
journey. The Gita is Sribhagavata gita uccarita -that means the message from
the divine mouth of Sri Krishna is formed like the music. Now we are
concentrating on the commentary 'Pranavapremapiyusa’ of Sri Sitaramdas
Omkarnathdev regarding this music because, in his view, the melody or
the tune is neither than Brahman. In support of his point of view, he
quotes from Brhaddharmapurana.* Here we see, Narada says to Visnu, "My
Lord! You are Brahman and the music is also brahman! I wish to see the
union of both of you! Please let me realize this through your grace. The
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Lord replied, if the music is tuned in form, then the three lokas of the
world would be fascinated. The words used in the songs are denoting their
meanings; not only just giving the information. So, all the words, letters,
when are tuned, then the elixir happens and the realization of Rasa is
completed. From the fire in muladhara of our spiritual anatomy, the nada
is generated. And through the navel, this nada gradually is uplifted to the
sahasrara. From the navel to the head (sahasrara), there are twenty-two
Srutimandalas. Among them, the first tetra of Sruti is sadaja (sa), the second
trio is rsabha (re), next two Srutis are gandhara (ga), next four Srutis are
madhyama (ma), then four Srutis are paricama (pa), next three Srutis are
dhaivata (dha) and the last two $rutis are nisada (ni). Thus, the seven notes
are originated.

The twenty-two Srutis are Tivra, Kumudvati, Manda, Chandovati,
Dayavati, Rajani, Ratiki, Raudri, Krodha, Vajrika, Prasarini, Priti, Marjani,
Ksiti, Rakta, Sandipni, Alz_lpini, Mandanti, Rohini, Ramya, Ugra and
Ksobhini. From sadaja to nisada, the seven notes three beatitudes- ghora,
mantra, and ucca. Another saying is ghora is udara, the mantra is mudara and
ucca is tara in the sense of music. Among these, the fundamental six ragas
are Kamada, Vasanta, Mallar, Vibhasa, Gandhara, and Dipaka. And these
six ragas have thirty-six raginis with their attendants. Kamada has six wives
named Mayuri, Totika, Gaudi, Varadi, Vilolika and Dhyanasri. The lady
attendants of this raga are Vagesvari, Saradi, Syama, Vrndavali, Jayanti and
Vaijayanti. And the male attendant is only Paraja. The raga Vasanta has also
six raginis-Kedari, Kalyani, Sindhura, Asvarudha, Sudhara and Karnati.
The six lady attendants of them are Syzimakeli, Devakeli, Malini, Kamkeli,
Sambhavati and Sambari. Hillola is the only male attendant of the raga
Vasanta. The raga Mallara has also six wives- Nati, Surahatti, Pahidi,
Carurupini, Lila and Jayajayanti. Cakravaki, Candramukhi, Rasika,
Vilasika, Yamini and Syamaghotika are their lady attendants. The raga
Vibhasa has six wives. They are Ramakeli, Lalita, Kodara, Kaumudi,
Bhairavi and Sarvari. And Tramgini, Nagini, Kisori, Hemabhtusana,
Kallolini and Bhimanetra are their lady attendants. Syamaghotaka is the
male attendant of the raga Vibhasa. Gandhara raga has also six better
halves- Sri, Rupavati, Gauri, Dhanasi, Mamgala and Gandharvi. And their
lady attendants are Patamanjari, Maifjira, Padmavati, Velavali, Bhupali
and Gandhini. Gaudaraja is the male attendant of Gandhara. The raga
Dipaka has also six raginis -Uttari, Purvika, Gurjari, Kalagurjari, Gondakari
and Mala. Dipahasta, Dipavarna, Dipakarna, Pradipika, Dipaksi and
Dipavaktra are their lady attendants. Pradipanabha is only the male
attendant of the raga Dipaka.
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All the ragas and raginis have their images for our meditation. When
the singer is playing of a musical tone, then every raga or ragini appear to
the singer. All the ragas and raginis with their attendants are eighty-three
in total. And mixing on these ragas and raginis, various patterns are
generated in the world of music. When the note, beat, tempo reach the
accurate rhythm of the music, the singer realizes the parama nada,
because every name, every word is nothing but Omkara. As soon as the
singer realizes the actual music, he also realizes that the music is not the
singer. That music is not the singer but it is all-pervading to all of the
creations. The existence of the music is faithful to the singer. While the
singer stops his playing, there is no sign about the music. But this is also
deserving that the music is not the singer.

At the very beginning, the Virat purusa began the first sound or the
world's first song-that was Om. And this sound is jingled in seven notes, in
seven rhythms, in seven vyahrtis, in seven lokas, in seven wind, seven waves,
seven islands, seven mountains, seven elements, and in seven sages.
Through this vibration of notes and sounds, the world's fourteen lokas
were created. And then all the creations started. And according to
Pranavapremapiyusa, the realization is the singer is Saccidanandaghana
Purusottama Omkara and the music is Rasamayl Omkararupini Mahdasakti.
The Singer is not music, but the music is His. And the individual soul is a
subtle stroke of this music. In this sequence, Udara is creation, Mudara is
stability and 7ara is the destruction. And the seven notes of music are
originated from the muladhara and every raga or ragini is worshipped by its
dhyana or meditation.’ As the Rasa is revealed in the worship of music, the
mind and the sensory organs are gradually melted in the three patterns-
prasarita, galita, and samkucita. These are the bhavas of music. And in the
music, there are nine rasas also. Such as in Spigara rasa Anuraga bhava is
created, Utsaha in Virarasa, Soka in Karuna rasa, Vismaya in Adbhuta rasa,
Krodha in Raudra rasa, Bhaya in Bhayanaka rasa, Hasa in Hasya rasa,
Ghrna in Vibhatsa rasa and Sama is generated in Santa rasa. Therefore, all
the rasas are seen in this music and when all these are assimilated into one,
the one and only Rasatama Omkara appear in this realization of music. This
music is anahata nada, which is ringing constantly in every creation, in
every creature -

“na nadena vina gitam na nadena vina svarah/
na nadena vina jhianam na nadena vina Sivah//
na nadena vina ragas tasman nadatmakam jagat/
nadariipam param jyotir nadariipi svayam harih//”°

The only supreme theory is nada Omkara. And the entire world is
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floating in this nada. Omkarnathdev says the atom, the energy, science of
cognition, tamas, and tapas -all are nothing but another name of the
sound. He states that Omkara or Pranava is all-pervading as Brahman. Even
his unique idea’ provides the eighteen chapters of the Gita are related to
the eighteen states of Omkara (AUM). There are six states of 'A’, six states
of 'U’, and the six states of 'M'. The following chart is -

Earth Muladhara Chapter-1 | Arjunavisadayoga A

Water Svadhisthana | Chapter-2 | Samkhyayoga Brahma

Fire Manipura Chapter-3 | Karmayoga Sthulasarara

Wind Anahata Chapter-4 | Jianayoga Jagrat

Space Visuddha Chapter-5 | Karmasannyasayoga Vaikhari

Tattvatata | Ajha Chapter-6 | Abhyasayoga Karma

Earth Muladhara Chapter-7 | Jianavijianayoga U

Water Svadhisthana | Chapter-8 | Aksarabrahmayoga Visnu

Fire Manipura Chapter9 | Rajavidyara- Suksma-
jaguhyayoga Sarira

Wind Anahata Chapter-10 | Vibhutiyoga Svapna

Space Visuddha Chapter-11 | Visvarapadarsanayoga Madhyama

Tattvatata | Ajha Chapter-12 | Bhaktiyoga Bhakti

Earth Muladhara Chapter-13 | Ksetraksetrajiavibhagayoga | M

Water Svadhisthana | Chapter-14 | Gunatrayavibhagayoga Mahesvara

Fire Manipura Chapter-15 | Purusottamayoga Karanasarira

Wind Anahata Chapter-16 | Daivasurasampadyoga Susupti

Space Visuddha Chapter-17 | Sraddhatrayavibhagayoga Pasyanti

Tattvatata | Ajia Chapter-18 | Moksayoga Jhana

The science of makarapada of Omkara is Prakrti, according to him.
Now a question can arise that, how does the sound unfold and what is the
step of this evolution. Sri Omkaranatha says, when speakers intend to
speak something, which should be a meaningful combination, then they
wish only for the meaningful word, which can be served their purpose.
This will generate a particular endeavor. And from this endeavor, the
vibration of pranavayu (oxygen) is born in muladhara. This vibration is
called Nada. Srimadbhagavata says that nada was produced from the heart
of wholly absorbed in Brahma.® This nada has four states- 1. Para, 2.
Pasyanti, 3. Madhyama and 4. Vaikhari. These four states are also seen in
Rgvedasamhita. Besides this, Nadavindupanisad differently says the four
states of Pranava.’ Skandapurana has also the statement of Nada.' From
this vibration of nada, the motionless and non-vibrating Para-vak, who is
ultimately the cause of every sound, appears. From muladhara, she comes
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to the region of naval and she evolves in Pasyanti. In this stage, she sees all
the signified meaning of words or the matter of the world. This Pasyanti-
vak when comes to heart, then she is Madhyama. Here she stays with the
ascertaining meaning of the word. And Madhyama-vak evolves in Vaikhari,
at the time of coming into the throat. In this stage one can represent his
cognition, thought or idea by his voice. This is the evolution of sound. And
when the journey returns to its source then it is called Yoga or Samadhi.'!
That's why Sri Omkarnathdev is unveiling his views in 'Sudhara Dhard
(Stream of Nectar)-

“At ‘Anahata’ you'll get unstruck Divine sound,
In Divine light, day and night, you'll be drowned.
By chanting Naam, you will reach '"Pasyant’,
You'll be gratified, by seeing Almighty.

Door of 'Susumna' opens, Mantra blends there,

Pranava does play and Divine sounds appear.”!?

So, the sound is an inevitable medium or vehicle, which is inspired
into two ways-at first siuksma to sthula and secondly sthula to suksma. When it
is sthula, the Vaikhari appears and when it is suksma, the para-vak appears.
It is true that, in his Vakyapadiya, Bhatrhari also says the Pranava is not
contradictory to these philosophical ideologies.!® And the tantra system
also discusses this nada, but in Abhinavapranavavada, the new is
Parapranava and Aparapranava. This Parapranava is Atman, without
vibrating any sound and Aparapranava is the jiva, Jagat, whatever under
the creation. Without sound, the creation; even a subtle vibration cannot
occur.'* In his Nadalilamrta, Sri Omkarnathdev says as long as this world
stays then the sphota in the name of sound still stays, because this world is
condensed form of Rasatama Sabdabrahman Omkara.'> And this world is
nothing else except nadabrahman. In this context, we see, when we try to
make a sound, the then pranava or omkara is sounded in the heart. When
it is an attempt to make a one-syllabic word then also this pranava is
uttered. Even in the ringing of any musical instrument, this pranava is also
sounded. As long as life will stay in our bodies, so long this pranava will be
sounded. Here a question may be arisen-if this happens then why we
cannot listen to this sound of pranava. In reply, Omkaranatha says, we
cannot listen to this sound because we are attracted by the other mundane
sounds very much.

In his philosophy, this pranava is the first sound or the first hymn. And
another meaning of this is Brahman because the root of Brahman is Brha,
which means who is making a sound and also the cause of making sound,
who enlarges himself and also the cause of enlargement.!® S’dntigitd also



122 :: Shodh Navneet @ ISSN : 2321-6581 @ Vol. XVIl @ Jul. - Dec. -2021

supports this -
“vyapakatvad adhisthanad dehasya atmeti kathyate/
brmhanatvad brhatvac ca brahmeti giyate budhaih//”

In the creation of word and world, this theory and practice meet each
other as he mentions and also suggests chanting the name with different
raga and raginis for attaining the supreme bliss.

And thus, from the uttered sound we may reach to this celestial sound
which is full of light and joy -

“The mystic word!” will find its voiceless sound.
Thou wilt hear it and sink in infinity.

Thou wilt lose thyself in the sublime state

There will be joy and joy-joy without end.”®
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Abstract :

Ramayana is a well known epic in our country. It is also known as
Adikavya. Tts author Maharsi Balmiki is also famous as adikavi. The author
has narrated the story of this epic in seven chapters and there are 24000
verses in these seven chapters. To the people of India, Ramayana is not just
a book, it is a reflection of the society, culture, literature, philosophy,
education, conduct justice system etc. of that time.

Hospitality is a very important tradition in Indian society. Indians think
that the guest is God himself, to serve the guest means to serve God
himself. Indian householders still believe that the greatest benefit of the
house is achieved by the hospitality of guests.

This reform of hospitality is a very ancient reform of our country. Even
in the age of Ramayana, hospitality was known as a very virtuous deed.
Reviewing the Ramayana, we find in many places of the Ramayana the
details of hospitality and its greatness. It is not possible to summarize the
hospitality as described in the entire Ramayana, so we will discuss only two
hospitalities. One is the hospitality of Maharsi Vasistha in Balakanda, and
the hospitality of Maharsi Bharadvaja in ayodhyakanda of Ramayana.

Key words : Ra - Ramayana, Tai U - Taittirtya Upanisad.

Introduction :

Ramayana is a well known epic in our country. It is also known as
Adikavya. Its author Maharsi Balmiki is also famous as adikavi. The author
has narrated the story of this epic in seven chapters and there are 24000
verses in these seven chapters. Hence another name of this book is
Caturvimsati Sahasri Samhita. This book is also known as Ramacarita,
Sitacarita, Raghuviracarita! etc. Ramayana is very popular among the
Indian people. Evidence of this statement can be found in the later
composition of Ramayana in various provincial languages, Such as
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Ramayana of Krttivasa in Bengali language, Ramayana of Tulsidasa in
Hindi etc. To the people of India, Ramayana is not just a book, it is a
reflection of the society, culture, literature, philosophy, education,
conduct justice system etc. of that time, so every act of this epic, every
canto and every verse is very important to everyone.

Main Body :

Hospitality is a very important tradition in Indian society. Indians think
that the guest is God himself, to serve the guest means to serve God
himself. Indian householders still believe that the greatest benefit of the
house is achieved by the hospitality of guests.

This reform of hospitality is a very ancient reform of our country. Even
in the age of Ramayana, hospitality was known as a very virtuous deed.
Reviewing the Ramayana, we find in many places of the Ramayana the
details of hospitality and its greatness. It is not possible to summarize the
hospitality as described in the entire Ramayana, so we will discuss only two
hospitalities. One is the hospitality of Maharsi VaSistha in Balakanda,> and
the hospitality of Maharsi Bharadvaja in ayodhyakanda of Ramayana.?

Now a question arise, why I chose these two to have such a description
of hospitality. The reason is that both of them are the best sages (maharsi)
among the sages. And our all social rules are created by different sages as
different times. They are always to be followed. It is their gift that we live
our lives according to the rules of the social order. One of the heroes of
the Mahabharata, Yudhisthira said - mahajano yena gatah sa panthah.* We
Indians still believe that the path is where the great people go. So in the
context of discussing such an important reform as hospitality, I would like
to highlight the hospitality of the two great maharsis.

Let us first look at the hospitality of Maharsi Vasistha as described in
Balakanda. Where king Visvamitra and his army came as guests.

..... at a certain time, king Visvamitra, assembling his army, set out to
range the earth. He passed through many cities and kingdoms and crossed
innumerable rivers, mountains and forests, visiting many hermitages till he
came to the one belonging to Sri Vasistha.?

The environment of this asrama is very pleasant. The gathering of
deer and the buzzing of the birds made the place very pleasant. Then king
Visamitra and Maharsi Vasistha met.

Beholding the hermitage, the mighty Visvamitra filled with joy, bowed
with great humility to Sri Vasistha who was engaged in the telling of his
rosary.5

Sri Vasistha welcomed the king and bade him be seated, and he
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having done so was offered the fruits and roots that grew in that place.”

Then king Visvamitra asked Maharsi Vasistha about the asrama. After
answering about the asrama, Maharsi Vasistha asked the king about him
kingdom. And there was very long and polite conversation between this
two great human. Then Maharsi said to the king, you and your entire army
please accept my hospitality.

Sri Vasistha said to him smilingly : "O king, although thou hast with
thee a large retinue, yet it is my desire to offer thee hospitality, together
with the army. Be pleased t accept it. Since thou art a distinguished guest,
it is meet that I should do all within my power to entertain thee, therefore,
be gracious enough to receive the little I have to offer.®"

King Visvamitra did not want to embarrass the sage in the asrama
anymore, so he said seeing you and your kind words are hospitality to me.

King Visvamitra answered : O Lord, thy gentle and pleasing words are
sufficient entertainment.”

But even then Maharsi repeatedly invited the king for his hospitality
and the king could not ignore that invitation.

The great sage declined to accept the king's refusal of his offer, and
still insisted that he should entertain him.!°

Then Visvamitra said : "be it according to thy pleasure, my Lord, I will
do as thou desirest.!!

Maharsi Vasistha then arranged for a proper reception for the guests.

...provided for the needs of all according to the instruction of Sri
Vasistha. Sugar cane, sweets of various kinds, honey, crushed barley, wine
and other excellent drinks, hot rice in heaps as high as mountains, milk,
curry and other fare combining the six tastes and countless other dishes
with sweets made of jagari were distributed. Each was wholly satisfied and
delighted with the hospitality of Sri Vasisthha.'?

They both are the greatest person. One is strong in austerities and the
other is strong in monarchy, yet the manners towards each other are
incomparable.

There is a description of other hospitality in Ayodhyakanda, the place
is the asrsama of sage Bharadvaja. When Ramacandra is in the forest with
his wife Sita and brother Laksmana, Bharata comes to take them back to
Ayodhya. Before meeting Ramacandra, Bharata visited sage Bharadvajas
asrama. Sage Bharadvaja also provided excellent hospitality for Bharata
and his army.

Bharata leaves the kings attire, weapons, army and very humbly enters
the sages asrama with sage Vasistha.
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Bharata, beholding the hermitage of the sage Bharadvaja, leaving his
army a league behind and laying aside his weapons and royal apparel,
attired in a simple silken garment, proceeded on foot, preceded by his
preceptor. Perceiving the sage himself, he left his counselors and followed
Sri Vasistha only.!?

Sage Bharadvaja also stood up to greet. How recognized Bharata in
spite of his ordinary attire.

The great ascetic Bharadvaja, beholding prince Bharata approaching,
rising from his seat, commanded his disciples to bring the arghya. The
muni advancing to great Sri Vasistha, prince Bharata offered salutation to
him, the sage recognizing him as the son of king Dasaratha.!*

Then sage Bharadvaja asked to Bharata about his kingdom Ayodhya.
Bharata also inquired about the sage's physical prowess and the asrama.

...he then enquired respecting their welfare and if all were well in
Ayodhya.'

In return, Sri Vasistha and Bharata enquired as to the health of the

sage, the state of his body, the sacred fire, hi disciples, the deer and the
birds.

After a small conversation, sage Bharadvaja invited prince Bharata and
his accompanying priests, ministers and army to receive hospitality. At first
Bharata did not want t accept the hospitality so as not to embarrass the
sage, but at the repeated request of the sage along with his ministry and
army. Sage Bharadvaja then arranged a divine hospitality with huge food
for Bharata and his army.!®

In both places we see that, these great sages being very humble are
repeatedly requesting the person who comes to their asram to receive
hospitality. Upanisad says - "atithidevo bhava."'” Means, let your guest be a
god unto you. Upanisad also says - "§raddhaya deyam."'® Means, an offering
should be made with honour. We see the reflection of this Upanisadic
speech in the behavior of sages. Both the sages have done the great work
of hospitality with great humility and reverence.

Conclusion :

From this discussion it is clear that, how great and ancient the culture
(samskara) of hospitality is, even the great sages were eager to do that. We
see that it is mentioned in the Upanisads and it is equally important in the
Ramayana era also. Even today there are many people in India who
regularly serve meals to their guests. In Indian tradition, not only relatives
are our guests, we believed that a beggar also are our guests, actually every
persons of this worlds are our guests. Our this tradition explain very
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beautifully in one line - "vasudhaiva kutumbakam." Through this tradition,
people develop a beautiful relationship of mutual harmony. Still today in
our country any kind of hospitality is count as a noble work.
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The Socio-Political World of Ray : Studying
Hirak Rajar Deshe beyond the Text and within
the Text.

Swagata Chatteljee916

Literature and Cinema make a complex interconnection with each
other creating a new lingual and culture identity out of the amalgamation.
It can be said that the tradition of adopting literature into cinema is as old
as the very art of making cinema. The two share a common cultural and
literary identity when we study “the shared identity of the literary source
and its cinematic reflex", (Stam and Raengo 258). We can argue that any
audio visual medium like cinema, that has its source in literature, creates a
new text out of the intertextuality. It is absolutely necessary to understand
and study the craft of Satyajit Ray's filmmaking in this context not only
because he himself was an author and a film director and gave cinematic
expressions to many of his own writings but also that his unparalleled vision
and wider dimensions to both his literary texts and cinematic texts. His
films often went beyond any particular territory or language and reached
up to the universal. He not only expressed his personal faith and beliefs
through his films but also used cinema as a medium to comment on the
various aspects of society; without making his films propaganda and
successfully retaining the aesthetic and entertainment value. Keeping in
mind his rich legacy beginning with Upendra Kisore Roy Chowdhury and
continuing with his father Sukumar Ray it can be said that it would be
impossible for him not to be influenced by the traditional folk culture of
Upendra Kisore and more charming yet more complex and experimental
language of nonsense of Sukumar.In this context Satyajit's Goopi- Bagha
Trilogy is of immense importance. Goopi Gayin Bagha Bayin (The
Adventures of Goopi Bagha) was written by Upendra Kisore in the year
1915. Goopi- Bagha trilogy holds an exceptional position since Goopi- Bagha
perhaps draws its source from the oral tradition yet when Ray used the
characters in his cinema he could instantly understand the potential space
that he could create in the pretext of fairy tales and voice his opinion on
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contemporary socio-political issues. Though the first part of the trilogy is a
tribute to his grandfather, the other two are developed by Satyajit as
original screen plays namely Hirak Rajar Deshe (The Land of the Diamond
King) (1980) and Goopi Bagha Phire Elo (The Return of Goopi Bagha)
(1992). According to Mary Seton the first biographer of Satyajit Ray:

Two qualities strongly developed in Satyajit's father and grandfather
find renewed expression in him: humour is woven as a natural thread
through the texture of all Ray's films ... grandfather's story Goopi Gyne
Bagha Byne, as expanded by Satyajit, carries the qualities of fantasy and the
comic to a more complex level. Ostensibly fairy tales, the duel heroes, two
young musicians, bring, by their tricks, an end to the disease of the age-
war(298)

This paper shall especially focus on Hirak Rajar Deshe (The Land of
the Diamond King) and show how it goes beyond the text and addresses
the contemporary socio-political issues and also the influence of Sukumar
Ray in the language of cinema. In one of his untitled poems from Abol
Tabol, Sukumar Ray writes how a child is taken by utter disbelief at
anything that is normal. "Have you heard of the place where our old
doctor lives? He seems to eat rice with his hand"! "I've heard," the younger
one continues, "that he feels hungry if he goes without food, his eyes close
if he's too sleepy, when he walks his feet touch the ground, he hears with
his ears and sees with his eyes, when he sleeps it seems he keeps his head
wards!"(Choudhuri 12) The land of Hirak is a place where natural activities
are not heard of or rather ruthlessly cut off. Hirak Rajar Deshe is more
complex and contemporary. The language and pattern draws extensively
from Sukumar Ray. The Diamond king is evil and the kingdom is
dangerous. He is a modern political totalitarian and one is instantly
reminded of Ekushe Aayin (Rule of 21).

In Shiva's homeland the rules are quite strange as I can truly attest

If someone slips, and falls by err, police will come to arrest

Your ordeal continues inside of a court room

When judges are ready to fine you a fortune

Twenty- one rupees is the fine you must pay (Chaudhuri 18)!

It reminds us of some of the figures in the film, especially the
subjugated ones, who are simpletons, farmers or miners; one false step or
any question regarding the king's policy can lead to imprisonment and
death. It is a satire aimed at the then contemporary government and its
dictatorial policies during the emergency period in India that led to wide
spread detention of the opposition leaders, the banning of controversial
plays and other such various excesses committed by the supporters of the
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government. One may relate instantly to the character Charandas; an
artist; a singer whose independent song questions the authority in the film:
look at the good one/ living in shattered hut/ while the evil rules the
throne". (Hirak 30:55-31:03) He is not killed rather the authority orders
his hands and feet to be bound and be taken to jantar mantar (a special
mumbo jumbo room) to be brain washed. In this bizarre scary kingdom
"Hirak Raja Prane mare na/ Garoder Dhar dhare naa/ Shool e choray naa/Jyanto
poray naaHirak rajye sashti ekiai-magaj dholai' The king doesn't kill/doesn't
imprison/Doesn't kill on the thorn/ Doesn't burn alive/In the kingdom of
diamonds/ There is but one punishment/Brain wash. (Hirak 1:40:13-
1:40:23). The king doesnot follow any medieval system of punishment. He
knows to control the mind is a greater victory than punishing the body.
Whatever is normal is not a part of the place. It is the bizarre world of
Kumro Potash (The Pumpkin Grumpkin)where "jokhon kumro potash hashe
thakbe khara ekti thange raanna ghorer pashe'(The Tenth Rasa 18) though
rhythmically charming the poem presents a dangerous world where
natural activities are curbed. The common men face the various
repercussions of this creature's precarious mood. What is present within
this humour is the undercurrent of a tragic vision. So is with Hirak raja.
The kingship solely depends on the modern weapon of brain wash. The
king prefers complete abolition of education as more knowledge implies
less of blind obedience. The ruler reigns with forced hegemony. He wants
his subjects to be half-dead men without any free thinking to be ruled
over; quite similar to the snakes of "Baburam the snake
charmer" (Chaudhuri 18) who don't hiss, Never bite or sting, eat rice and
milk and it is easy to bash the heads of such half dead men. Thus the
theme moves beyond being a children's text and harks at the adult world
of fear and darkness. Satyajit Ray himself said in an interview in 1970 with
Karuna Sarkar Ray that "I was so passionately interested in the cinema that
I couldn't consider politics apart from the film." Since it was filmed just
after the emergency, Nyce declares that :

It's an angry response to the emergency decreed by Indira Gandhi in
1975-77, in which censorship and police control were severe and
intolerable to most Indian intellectuals. The anger is barely masked by the
entertainment. In this way, presumably, the film could get by the
government censors. (113).

The motif of fairy tale and use of rhyming dialogues really function
here in camouflaging the savage satire that ray aims at the ministry of
education when he makes the pupils of a village school recite a parody of
well-known proverbs: "he who learns dies of hunger- there is no limit of
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knowledge- so it is useless to know." (Hirak 33:45-33:52) In schools,
colleges and universities, many students were punished during emergency
for protesting against the regime; and this is revealed in the struggle that
Udayan Pandit, the village school master carries on, like a revolutionary,
with the help of his pupils and Goopi and Bagha. The yes-men of the king
irrespective of conscience are a part of the atrocities. This is all together
brought out by the poetic language used by the king and his men. The
rhythmic use of language brings out instantly the formality as well as
conventions and the faceless structure of power since one character is
undistinguished from the other. Their rhyming language shows a never
ending tension between sense and absence of itor the apparent humour
outside brings out potentially the inert cruelty within. It presents a topsy-
turvy kingdom of anarchy quite similar to the "Kingdom of Bombaria"
(Chaudhuri 14) where the king and his family live an absurd life and his
kingship is total mismanagement. Only Udayan and his pupils as free
thinkersspeak in prose perhaps emphasizing on reason and rationality.
Hirak Rajar Deshe is an experiment with language. But it is not merely a
stylistic experiment rather Satyajit brings out the entire politics of
language through this particular style as Meenakshi Mukherjee says "Every
stylistic feature contributes to the poetics of fun, but it is simultaneously
politics."?

Hirak Rajar Deshe is an expression of Ray's fascination for music and
fairy tales that he inherited from his grandfather and father. Yet he takes
his plot beyond these and shows his reaction to the contemporary politics
of India. He took the characters out of a popular tale and in each of the
plots of his trilogy he puts the characters in situations and issues that are
both social and political. Nyce commented about this film that this shall
please children and adults alike. "...functioning as it does as serious
commentary and pure fantasy" (114) thus keeping in terms with the world
of fantasy the evil king and his ministers are brainwashed and the icon of
dictatorship (the statue of the king) is pulled down by the king himself.

Thus we find a trajectory from fairy tale to political satire and though
many of the characters are the same from the original Gopi Bagha
adventure, especially village boys or elders or the police force, the real
essence of the story changes. Buffoons are now would be rulers; and their
journey of merry making is replaced by the desire to know, explore and
learn. Against the backdrop of victory of good over evil, what remains
important isthe vision of a stark reality within what is apparently the world
of children. This is a task given complete justice through the medium of
visual art without denying its debt to literature.
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This paper finally concludes with Cooper's observationin The Cinema of
Satyajit Ray between Tradition and Modernity:

It would have been worthwhile to examine how different these films
are reported to be and an adequate theoretical framework to see what
interesting insights they have to offer about Bengal and India, both through
their mythical recreation of history as well as all the veiled allusions made
to contemporary India. (14)

Notes

1. The article uses primarily Sukanta Chaudhuri's translations of Sukumar Ray's
Abol Tabol.

2. Satyajit Ray in an interview. This quote is taken from Meenakshi Mukherjee.
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Importance of The Sannyasopanisad

Sangeeta Mandal”®

Introduction :

Upanisads (ups) represent the highest peak of Indian culture. They
are considered as the source of all later Indian philosophical doctrinal
developments. But this theory is applicable for only ten or thirteen main or
principal ups which are called earlier ups and they are apauruseya. But
there are hundreds of ups, which are generally considered later and
pauruseya, do possess immense value. They are called as sectarian and
mostly derivative due to their philosophical content. So, it is important to
examine whether there is any worthwhile purpose or whether they possess
any spiritual value or whether these later ups contribute any substantive to
Indian life and culture. So, in the proposed topic we will try to examine
the contents of Sannyasopanisad.

Teachings of the principal Upnisads :

First, we all know something about the main ups. The terminal part of
the Vedas is known as the ups. Ups are generally regarded as the sources of
the all later Indian philosophical thoughts and developments. The real
beauty of the ups consists of the philosophy of spiritual monism which they
teach. Also, the beauty lies in the manner in which that teaching is given.
Reality is exposed to be non-dual and this reality is identified with the soul
or Atman higher than which there is nothing. Not only is the non-duality of
the self-affirmed, but also the plurality of things is declared to be
ultimately un real. Brhadaranyakopanisad says, 'from death to death he
goes who sees plurality here as it were'.

The ups are not any systematic agreement on philosophy as there are
not the writings of any single composer. The feelings of the seers are
recorded in the ups. There is a directness about their teachings and an
authenticity born of firsthand experience in highest reality.

It is said that, ups are the concluding portions of the Veda. Veda + anta
= Vedanta i.e. end of the Veda. The expression is significant in the sense
that the teaching of the ups represents, the aim or goal of the Veda. The
Sanskrit word anta may be used to mean both 'terminus' and 'aim'. The
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etymological meaning of the term Upanisad is 'to sit or to go (sad) close by
(upa) devotedly (nz)'. It is indicative of the manner in which the doctrines
embodied in the ups were learned at first by students in small conclaves
sitting near their respective teachers (gurus). As the ups are regarded as
teaching of the highest truth, they could be imported only to those who
were competent pupils could be only a few at any given time. So, the
meaning 'secret' came to be attached to the term Upanisad and it is in the
sense that we find the expression used in the ups themselves.

There are two kinds of knowledge according to ups - higher
knowledge (paravidya) and lower knowledge (aparavidya). Aparavidya
consists of all the empirical sciences and arts. Even the four Vedas are
included in the category of Aparavidya. On the other hand, Paravidya or
supreme wisdom is knowledge of the self. But this type of knowledge is not
be confused with what you ordinarily refer to as knowledge. So, it may be
said that the self is unknowable. Then the question arises, how can one
speak intelligible of self-knowledge? The Brhadaranyakopanisad teaches
the significant of the term knowledge with reference to the self. The self is
unknowable, not because it is unknown, but because it is the basis of all
knowledge. The Kenopanisad teaches the same doctrine. The
Taittiriyopanisad declares that the words and mind turn back, not being
able to attain it. The self is to be comprehended also in the Kathopanisad.
This is the true wisdom. The ups tell us to quest this knowledge from a
competent teacher who is not only learned but also in grab of the plenary
experience.

The knowledge of self is the supreme knowledge which is referred to
in the ups as Brahman and Atman. These two words are central to the
Upanisadic philosophy. 'Brahman' probably meant at first 'to burst forth' or
'to grow'. Lastly it signifies the ground of the universe of the source of all
existence, that which has burst forth into the universe, or that from which
the universe has grown. The other word 'Atman' might have been 'breath'.
The remarkable discovery, which the Upanisadic sages created, was that
the two are one and same - the Atman is Brahman. This doctrine of the
unity is the greatest teachings which the Upanisad have made the thought
of the world.

Name of the Atharvavedic Upanisads :

One interesting point to note here that among the 108 Ups, counted
in the Muktikopanisad (Suklayajurvediya up.) majority of them are attached
either to the Atharvaveda(AV)or Black-Yajurveda (YV). Though there is
difference of opinion regarding their affiliation.!

The ups of the AV have been divided into various sections according
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to their subjects like -
a. Pure Vedanta

b. Yoga

c. Siva

d. Visnu and
e. Sannyasa.’

To discuss the main issue of the topic, it is to be kept in mind that the
authors of the later ups passionate on including the populace, what was a
subordinate moto of the AV-literature, that may be a point of its increasing
number of ups, propounded different paths of Bhakti, [iana, Yoga,
Sannyasa etc for the attainment of solvation. And in principle thus, they do
not differ from earlier ups. The main differences lies with the thought of
the sages to link among the different paths.

a. Pure Vedanta.

In the AV, a number of ups deal with the theories of Vedanta, to say,
knowledge of Brahman, origin of matter of life, the way in attaining
Brahman. Sankara, Ramanuja and Madhava are chief propagators of the
Vedanta theory according in their own fashion. The ups in this class
include-

1. Mundaka 2. Mandikya

3. Prasna 4. Atma

5. Garbha 6. Pranagnihotra

7. Pinda 8. Sarva-upanisatsara.

Out of these ups first three are included in the earlier group.
b. Yoga :

In the AV, we get larger number of ups on yoga. The word 'yoga' comes
from the “yuj” means 'to join'. In spiritual sense, yoga is that process by
which a human spirit is brought into sentient conversation with or merged
into divine spirit samyogo yoga ityukto jrvatmaparamatmanoh (Maitrayani up.
VI1.25).3 In Patanjalis Yogasiutra - yogascittavyttinirodhah. It is a methodical
process of attain perfection. Yoga is the study of body, mind and soul. of
the five Bindu ups of the AV, the chief teaching of the ups of controlling
the mind and senses for the attainment of Atman, dwelling in the heart of
man, to be revealed only yogins by supersensual meditation.? Some Yoga
ups are -

1. Brahmavidya 2. Ksurika

3. Culika 4. Nadabindu

5. Brahmabindu 6. Amrtabindu
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7. Dhyanabindu 8. Tejabindu
9. Yoga-sikha 10. Yogatattva
11. Hamsa

c. Siva :

Siva is one of the great gods of the Hindu threesome; Brahma, Visnu
and Mahesa. Siva represents, the earliest and the most general impression
of nature on man. Siva in the linga form is the concrete form of Siva, often
worshipped in the temples of Siva. The injunctions regarding the making
of a Siva—linga are given in detail in the Sivopanigad and this Siva is not
different from Brahman. Some Siva ups are -

1. Atharvasira 2. Atharva-sikha
3. Nilarudra 4. Kalagnirudra
5. Kaivalya.

d. Visnu :

Visnu is so called because he pervades all the world. The etymological
meaning thus, signifies his omnipresence. All the qualities with which the
indescribable Brahman is described to Visnu and thus he is exalted to the
position of the Brahman. Names of the ups which are included in this class-

1. Maha 2. Narayana
3. Atmavodha 4. Nrsimhapurvatapaniya
5.  Nrsimhottara-tapaniya 6. Ramapurvatapaniya.

Now our main focus is on the Sannyasopanisad -

e. Sannyasa Upanisad :

The most important of the AV ups are the Sannyasa Upanisad. In the
Vedic period, three asramas were wellknown - Brahmacarya, Garhasthya
and Vanaprastha. Even at the period of earlier ups, three asramas were
only known and P.V. Kane notices that the fourth asrama i.e. Sannyasa
specially comes in the Javalyupanisad5> P. Deussen opins that the
separation between 3™ & 4" asramas were not distinctly marked in early
ups (Sixty Upanisads of The Veda, p. 367). The word 'Sannyasayoga appears
first in the Mundakopanisad(3.2.6)°% where we get the distinct difference
between 3" and 4" order of life Sannyasa is a way to solvation and various
rules to be observed. T. R. Chintamani’ Dikshit gives a list of 17 ups on
Sannyasa with a commentary by Brahmayogin. These are -

1. Avadhita 2.  Arunya

3. Katharudra 4. Kundika

5. Jabala 6. Turiyatitavadhiita
7. Naradaparivrajaka 8. Nirvana
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9. Parabrahma 10. Paramahamsaparivrajaka
11. Paramahamsa 12. Brahma

13. Bhiksuka 14. Maitreyya

15. Yajriavalkya 16. Satyayaniya

17. Samnyasa.

From where we get enormous information on different aspects of a
sannyasin. It refers to various rites, rituals, initiation and different types of
Sannyasa, aim of Sannyasa, so on and so forth.

Sannyasas mentioned in the ups -

a. Vairagya sannyasa

b. Jrana sannyasa

c. Jnanavairagya sannyasa

d. Karma sannyasa

The term comes from (sam-nyast+ghaii) Yonukramena samnyasyati sa
sannyasto bhavati (Sannyasa up.). According to this up., a person can take
recluses even after his second order of life i.e. Garhasthyasrama. Even
when it refers to Karma sannyast, then clearly mention that when a person
after completing Brahmacarya, Garhasthya and Banaprasthya, out of
vairagya; takes recluses, he is Karma sannyasi.® Vairagya sannyasa normally
comes out of being disgusted with worldly pleasures. Jiiana sannyasa is one
which is resorted to by a person who has studied various branches of
knowledge,  sadhanacatustayasampanna  and  knowing  everything
meaningless. When jrana & vairagya is both take place to a person and
leaving everything only keeps up his body for renunciation, it is
JAanavairagya sannyasa.

Again six types of Sannyasins are mentioned there in detail - Kuficaka,
Vahudaka, Hamsa, Paramahamsa, Turiyatita and Avadhuta (passage- 23).9

However, now we will discuss about two of the 17 ups which are
Atharvanic ups -

Naradaparivrajakopanisad

This is bigger in size and it deals with the nine commandments of
Nirada to the acaryas like Saunaka. 13 command is on Videhamukti, 2" on
44 sarhskaras of human being starting from garbhadhana. 3'4 is adhikari and
anadhikari of sannyasa.'® Wishful person is not eligible for sannyasa(3.13)
as wvilysna is the primary causeof recluse. In the 4" command, Parivrajaka
dharma, Yati dharma, ASramanusari sannyasa, feature of Paramahamsa, four
types of Sannyasa, mentioned earlier, are depicted in detail here. Six types
of sannyasins are mentioned in the 5" command. 6" command deals with
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the way of renunciation. In the 8" command, we get a detail description
on pranav (Om).'! Each letter is a symbol of Brahma there. Command 9,
is on Brahmasvarupa (13 verses depict, the character of Brahma).

Even a few versons like - tatra ko mohah kah Soka ekatvamanupasyatah or
anoraniyan mahato mahiyan are verbation to prime ups. It ends with
kaivalyaprapti.

Paramahamsopanisad :

It does not differ much from Naradaparivrajakopanisad. Here we get
the features of parivrajaka, six types of sannyasins, Brahman, pranava etc.
Conclusion :

From the stylistic point of view, these ups are composed both in prose
and verse. They gather or refer from earlier ups or Gita. One interesting
thing is that the content does not vary too much from one up. to another.
But the importance of these ups is enormous, as in earlier ups, we donot
have sufficient materials on sannyasa, what is important part of Indian
ascetic life. Thus, those who wants to know about the Indian sannydasa
system and their variety, can get enough material from these ups.

End Notes & References
The list of Paul Deussen and Yogiraj Basu, differs.
source - Paul Deussen, Sixty Upanisads Of The Veda.
In this regard Gita says, yogah karmasu kausalam.
Minor Upanisads, P.28
History of Dharmasastra, voll 11, p. 422
Also, in the Jabalopanisad, IV 1, brahmacaryam samapya grhit grhi bhutva vani bhavet
vani bhutva pravraget.
7. The Sannyasa Upanisad, the book published from Adyar Library, in 1929, edited by
T. R. Chintamani Dikshit.

8. Brahmacaryam samapya grhi bhutva vanaprasthasramamelya vairagyabhavepi
asramakramanusarena yah samnyasyati sa karmasannyast (Sannyasopanisad, text, 22).

SIS

9.  sannyasah  sadvidho vhavali  kuticakavahudakahamsaparamahamsaturiyatita-
vadhutasceti.

10.  Sandh patitongavikalah straino badhiréarbhako mukah pasandascakn, lingi,
vaikhanasaharadvijau, bhriakadhyapakah Siprvistonagniko vairagyavantotye le na
sannyasarhah. (Naradaparibrajaka wp., command, 3.1).

11. Omiti Brahma Omityekaksaramantah pranavam viddhi. Sa castadha bhidyate.
(Naradaparibrajaka wp., command, 8.2).
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